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WIN at a Crossroads -
Which Way Now?

WIN now hes some 40 members in 26 countries, However, ils
ormnisation stll comes under the auspices of the ENS informa-
tion commiltee. WIN president lrene Aegerter says the growing
size of the worldwide membership means the time has come fora
new organisational strueture — either o worldwide pmbrella group
or g stand-alone WIN organisation. AL its last meeting. in Buoda-
pest, the Executive Leading Group discussed the two possibili-
ties, Members listed the following pros and cons:

Arguments for own

WIS organisation:

— wionld make own decisions
world be new pro-nuclear
srouping with own profile

— weonld ave ats own funding

Arguments against:

— leminist touch
tough competition with
cther nuclear organisations

— would have (o find its own
financial support
problems with scientific
and protossion:dl imago

would have improved profile
anthorities cookd tako part
i WInN

— could marker ovwn communications know-how

D Aegerter points out that each solution would need a communi-
citioms programme and o business plan. She says both will be
discussed at the next meeting of the enfarged leading group, on
February 3rd.

1996: How to WIN
the Communications Game

The Executive Leading Group meeting in Budapest, on October
2150 also drew up a communications programme, which divides
WIN's goals into two categories — existing and future,

Existing goals:

— lo contribute to providing the public, parmicularly women, with
objective information aboul nuclear energy and radiation, so us
Lo eliminate women's unfounded fears aboot radiation
L communicate the nuclear industry’s uniquely rigorous ap-
procch to safety issues

Fulure goals:

= by the year 2000, 73% of women in imporlant positions within
the nuclear industry should be WIN members
by the year 2000, there should be o WIN group in every country
which uses nuclear energy

— WIN should also be promeoted among the authorities and medi-
cal professionuls

Additionudly, WIN belicves there are three key messages which

it his to el across:

~ Radiation: Many fears, especially among women, are unjusti-
fied. Radiation is part of everyday life and. vsed in the right
way, can be beneficial.

Safety: Nuclear safety needs to be put in perspective. Safety is
not just a techmical bssues it is also an emotional feeling, Nu-
cledar sufety needs 10 be seen i oan overad] context and put in
perspective by comparison with sufety in other industries.

Protecting the environment: Women want their children o
have o sustainahle world, Nuclear energy can make an jmport-
ant contribution e providing a sostainable energy supply.

Finally, WIN"s communication strategy 15 hased on an attempt o
integrate emotion and reason to achieve communication on three
ditferent levels: the techmcal fscient e level, the cconomic level
and the level of ethical values femotions.

The key concept 1s: communication should alwayvs concentrate
on the humian aspect,

Executive Leading Group Meeting
in Hungary

Caption: Pictured above are members of the Executive Leading
Group. luking o break from business in the garden of the Paks
Representatives” Office in Budapest.

Top row: [pek Yigit (UK), Agneta Rising (Sweden).

Middle row: Ludmilla Kiss-Zoltanné (Hungary). [rene Aegerter
(President, Switzerland), Marke Heininen-Ojanperi {Finland).
Bottom row: Corinne Souwer (Netherkands), Judith Bacs {(Hiun-
aary .




PIME '96: Public Information
in Practice

WIN-ners planning 1o head For Belgivm next February 1o discuss
communications sirategy ot ENS PIME "96 will zet a chance to
discuss WIN activities beforehand with local members, WIN
Belgium has fnvited all participating WIN-ners to attend o pr-
conference meeting on Saturday, February 3rd. Those registered
will be notitied of the detils,

ENS PIME "96. the Sth International Workshop on Nuclear Pulb-
lie Information in Practice, promises to be the most ambitious,
ot provocative and most forward-looking PIME vet. The [our-
day conference, which begins on Sunday, Febroary 4th, will take
as s ambitions overall theme the gquestion: how o put nuelea
bk into fashion! Among the provocative issues W be addressed:
“Why does nuclear remain o scapegoat for the ills of sociely:
what mistakes have we made: how can we change this?” The con-
terence will analyvse the reasons [or the current state of affairs and
discuss how o formulate effectve strategics, implement them
warldwide ina coordinated manner and generally give nuclear u
new Tsivile’

[ wil] ke an equally eritical look at the issues of the future, Will
the new, safer advanced reactor designs really be enough o win
public confidence? How can the information superhighway be
used o improve nuelear communication” PIME has become the
annual meeting point for the world’s nuclear communicators, s
essence is thut i1 gives nuclear communicators from around the
wrld the chance o learn from each other

There 1s alveady record interest in this vear’s PIME, and it ap-
peirs that it will be sold oul, WIN-ners interested i last-rminune
applications should contact Iris Dombicrer immediately on fax
number 41 31 382 4460

WIN Goes to Russia

The next annual meeting of WIN will have a Russian [Tavour —
the venue is the historic town of 5t Petersburg, from May 29th o
35, 1996. The Enlarged Leading Group will meet on Wednes-
day, May 29th. with the General Assembly and presentation of
Country Reports taking place the following day. A panel will then
discuss salety culture, after which there will be an early evening
bus tour of the cily. Friday will give participants o chance o visit
Sosnovy Bor, “Leningrad™ nuclear power plant and Pelerzoll,
and there will be a cultural programme on Saturday For those
ladies who have not already left,

WIN Country Reports:

Belgium:

WIN Belgium. which started up officially last year, is now [rying
tocome to lerms with the tricky question of whether to become
part of the Belgian Nuelear Society.

Bulgaria:

WIN Bulgaria lists the formation of a women's nuclear lobby as
@ section of the Bulgarian NMuclear Society as one of three goals
for the nedar future, The other two are; 0 organise meetings with
other women's groups, female intellectuals and female members
af parlinment: and to forge contacts with residents near Kozloduy
MNEPP by means of meetings and theatrical performances.

Finland:

The Finnish Energy Channel Group, which stared nearly live
years ago, now has 52 members, of whom 26 have joined WIN.
The WIN members form the most active part of the group, while
the others receive articles and memoes and participate occasional-
Iy inmember meetings. Throvghout the vear, the groop’s public
information activities have centred on the subject of nuclear
witsle,

Frimee:

Public support for nuclear power in France appears 1o he increas-
ing vear by vear, with o large majoity of both men and women
still favouring the status quo. However, men are stll more in fa-
vour than women, WIN France organised bwo main meetings this
vear, the (st focussing on medical applications of mdiation, the
second a mecting with senior regional officaals near Lo Hagoe
reprocessing plant.

Great Britain:

The WIN committes in the UK has not yet been officially setup,
bt the hope is that specific activities by the commitiee and mem-
bers will start up once the industry (now facing partial privatisa-
i p settles down, As regards public support for nuclear power,
the relative number of men and women seems o vary according
(o the 1ssue,

lapan:

lapan’s WEN_ founded nearly three years ago. now has more than
Al members — the majority full members, plus some supporting
members. They meet regulurly o exchange information and ex-
periences and to rencw personil contucts, Among the Lopics
which needed expert communications skills this year were the
Kobe earthguake in-January, and its possible implications for nu-
clear salety,

Romania;

WIN Romania is one of the newest country groups. but it 15 al-
ready forging ahead with its public education policy, concentral-
ing on educational activities in schools. One such activity in 1995
wats g cartoon contest for children up to 14 vears old; on the theme
“Nuclear Energy Suves the Environment™. The group plans to in-
crease its contacts with children in the coming year, informing
them about all aspects of nuclear cnerzy.

Spain:

WIN Spain was founded just a couple of months ago. ol the an-
nuul meeting of the Spanish Nuclear Society, which wok place
in Tarragona-Reus on October 25th—271h.

switzerlands

WIN Switzerland was also founded this year, 4t @ meeting in
April in the town of Olten. The Board ncludes WIN President
Irene Aegerter, who gave a slide presentation in connection with
the Yth anniversary of the Chernoby| accident. Five WIN repre-
sentatives also participated in a hearing in Zurich in May, con-
cerning the Superpheénix fast breeder prototype in France.

Taiwan:

WM Taipel has an active programme For the next year, including:
i science camp For school children and/or a parent/child outing
with an “energy™ theme: more public speeches with panel discus-
sioms; & campaign o zet all members W participate sctively: and —
possibly — another fund-raising sale. o follow one last Januwary:




